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Grtun roadkilltollthrt
includes cats anrddogs
Common for dogs to go missing while off the lead on alnvalk
Sam Satchell
sam.satchell@egcourier.co. uk

SCORES of dead domestic pets have been
collected from roadsides around Mid
Sussex.

The bodies of more than 250 animals
have been picked up in the last 18 months,
according to figures obtained from the
local authority through a Freedom of
Information request.

Mid Sussex District Council provides a
service in which contractors pick up and
dispose ofcarcasses found on the highways
in East Grinstead and nearby villages and
towns.

A total of 264 animals were collected
between September 17,2012 and March 17,
2014.

The most common find was deer (88),
followed by foxes (71) and badgers (66).

But alarmingly, a total of 37 pets - 27 cats
and ten dogs - contributed towards the
total, which also includes two unknown
animals classified as "other".

Tragically, one of the dogs was found
dumped in a sack on a driveway in
New Town, Copthorne, on February 6 this
year, while another dog - a light brown
Staffordshire bull terrier - was found
decapitated near a roundabout in
Haywards Heath.

The majority of the roadkill was
discovered on rural roads across the dis-
trict, though a fox was reported on Bourg
De Peage Avenue outside Sackville School
and a deer was reported on the well-used
,4.264 (London Road), at the junction of
Windmill Lane in East Grinstead.

East Grinstead dog behaviourist Sharon
BoIt believes the canine statistics could be
down to both the dog and the owner.

She said: "Obviously, the majority of the

figures relating to dogs are those which
have escaped or run off. It's fairly common
for dogs to go missing, so I think the figure
could be a lot more than that in some
respects. Often when I'm walking my own
two dogs I hear people trying to get their
dogs back and there's no sigrr of them. It's
all about knowing your dog and if owners
have any doubt about their pets, I think
more training is needed.

"There can be incidents where your dog
is fine offa lead, but then theyget a scent of
something and they just go. If they get
focused on a scent, they automatically shut
down all other senses. You can scream as
much as you want, but they have
essentially gone deaf."

Ill-treated
Mrs Bolt, who runs Good Dogs!, added:

"In some cases, I think dogs have either
been ill-treated, then killed and dumped, or
some people might not be able to afford the
vets' bills so they simply get rid of thern.
Unfortunately some people buy dogs on a
whim, not knowing the full responsibility
that comes with looking after them."

She added that in order to prevent dogs
from being accidentally killed on the
roadside, pet owners should do a bit of
research before they set offfor an outing.

"There's nothing worse than being a dog
owner and losing your beloved pet," she
said. "So it's important to find out what's
going to be around on that particular walk.
There's a lot ofternptation for dogs in open
areas like Ashdown Forest.

"There are sheep and catile around in
certain areas at certain times of the year.
No matter how well behaved dogs are, they
are still animals and if you give them the
temptation to ignite their instincts, they
will."

OBEDIENCE MEANS HAPPINESS: Trainer Sharon Bolt says dogs which are well
trained are far less likely to run off and be killed by cars

William Arnett, Mid Sussex District
Council Waste Contracts Officer, said:
"Mid Sussex is a predominantly rural area
with a number ofcountry lanes where cars
often travel at high speeds. As a resuit, wild
animals are sometimes fatally injured in
road traffic accidents.

"When a dead aninal is reported to us by

the public or Sussex Police our street clean-
ing crews endeavour to go out within 24
hours to collect the remains, which are
stored in a freezer before being cremated.

"If domestic animals are found by the
roadside, they are scanned for microchip
information to try and locate the
owners."

Knife chatge man
remanded in custody
EAST GRINSTEAD: A man
who allegedlv entered a fried
chicken shop with a large knife
has been remanded in custody.

Fred Devill is charged with
having a 12-inch blade in his
possession in KFC in London
Road, East Grinstead, on
November 20.

The 51.-year-old, whose last
place ofresidence was a church
in Tonbridge, was remanded in
custody to appear for trial at
Horsham Magistrates' Court
tomorrow (Thursday).

Harassment chalges
EAST GRINSTEAD: A man
accused of a series of offences is
due to appear for trial.

Ashley Mitchell is charged
with damaging the bonnet of a
vehicle belonging to a woman in
Sunnyside Close, East Grinstead,
on February 21, and subsequent
harassment.

He is also charged with
assaulting the same woman in
Orchard Way, East Grinstead, on
March 18 and being in
possession of cocaine in Plaistow
Street, Lingfieid.

Mitchell, 23, of Orchard Way,
East Grinstead, appeared before
Crawley magistrates last
Wednesday where he denied the
offences and was remanded on
conditional bail to appear for
trial at Horsham Magistrates'
Court on June 5. Until that time,
he is prohibited from contacting
the complainant.

Bistro opening hourc
EAST GRINSTEAD: A town
centre caf6 has applied to extend
its opening hours.

The Olive Grove Bistro in
London Road, East Grinstead, is
seeking permission to operate
7am-11pm Monday to Saturday
and 10am-11pm on Sundays and
bank holidays.


