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The pit bull is the most notorious of the
‘dangerous dogs'’. But is there more to

Kate Burt anatomises the arguments
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The original version of the pit bull type - and com-
mon ancestor for the Staffordshire bull terrier, bull ter-
rier, American pit bull terrier and American Staffordshire
terrier - was known as the “bull and terrier” dog. It first
emerged in pre-19th century England, when bull- and bear-
baiting was a popular sport. Breeding produced a more
active and long-legged predecessor to today’s versions,
which fought well against these large creatures in special
pits (hence its later name). But when such bloodsports -
were outlawed, dog fighting gained popularity instead,
and breeders honed a smaller, more agile version
better s ) the purp tlooked a lot like
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more likely to be behind the locked-jaw story (trees in East Bar-
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group of lads might hype a dog up by, say, puttingitina
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it treats when - inevitably - it lashes out.”

~ But this tactic would be effective with any
 dog shesays. /
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Ker-ching whenever Chung wears something A close relative of the pit bull, the Staffordshire
/ bull terrier is probably the UK’s most highly prized legal
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status dog (and according to a 2007 Police report, made up
56 per cent of all stolen dogs in the UK), though is often
cross-bred to incorporate more pit bull characteristics.
Scan puppy adverts and you'll often see descriptions
such as, “Irish Staffies”, “American Staffies” or “long-
legged Staffies” - all euphemisms for pit bull terrier. So
the Staffordshire gets a bad name. The “Staffie” combi-
nation of strength and a tough image, its British her-
itage and a loyal and loving nature at home (it's
regularly recommended as the ideal family pet by
breed guides) has helped to make it a trophy dog
for those who want to look tough. As Sharon Bolt,
a expert in canines at Good-dog.co.uk says, “Chi-
huahuas can be vicious, I've even worked with
a Labrador who hospitalised a family mem-
ber - but they don't have the hard image
that the Staff has, so [people looking
for a status dog] don’t choose
- j . them.”
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Male dogs tend to be more aggressive than
females - particularly with each other (and so
are popular in dog fights). Which is why, along

with microchipping, enforced neutering is on the

list of proposals for the new legislation. There has
been sceptism, however, about the idea of
enforced insurance - “yeah, because dangerous
drivers are always the ones with insurance,
aren’t they?” ranted one critic on Twitter.
There has also been a suggestion that

insurance companies are courting the o
Government for e
an income boost. ;
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Status dogs are becoming a political lever -

. with the Conservatives and Liberal Democrats /
both recently highlighting the rise in attacks in
the last 10 years of Labour rule. With each party /
- trying to outdo the other in ingratiating itself to
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Middle England, and tackling “yob culture” and

bandying around suggestions such as issuing

“dogbos” for offending canines, the out-
come of the revised bill is likely to be

- backin the news very soon.
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