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A sha
dog's story
Expert reforms bonking Badger
Report by Sam Satchell

sam.satchell@essnmedia.co.uk

A RAMPANT pooch with a
humping habit has been
leaving his owner red-faced
with his behaviour.

But now thanks to the help of
a dog expert, bonking Badger
the bearded collie is on course
to mending his amorous
ways.

Randy Badger mounts the
limbs of unsuspecting indi-
viduals and attempts to
remove him can be anything
but a walk in the park.

- Cure
His owner, Sheila Tester,

from Copthorne, has been try-
ing to cure his habit for the
past eight years.

She said: "We noticed it the
day we got him.

'A friend came over recently
and Badger couldn't wait to
get on his leg.

"It's become a joke because
one man just could not shake
him offat all.

"You can see his eyes light up
when people come through the
$oor."

Sheila also has 24 hens, four
goats, three sheep, two ferrets
and a peacock on her farm in
Cottage Place, Copthorne.

eBADGER isn't just a
randy pooch - he is also
a fashion ?ccessory;
Sheila has used her
dogb fur to produce
hats, scarves, iackets
and iumpers, She even
hopes to start a
business one day,
selling the iteme. "lf you
can make it with wool,
you can make it with
dog hai4" she said.'qlt's
virtually shower proof. I
would like to make it

,, intoa'businessbutit's,
finding tfie customets.
fYou need to be able to
feel it, so it's not an
easy one to get
started." :

Sheila's story featured on
BBC Three programme Bri-
tain's Most Embarrassing
Pets last week.

She added: "We say he's the
son we never had.

"He just runs straight up to
people and starts bonking
their legs or he takes them
from behind around the waist
and sort offerries them down
the garden.

"It can be very, very difficult

to pull him away You can't
really hold a conversation
with the dog humping away at
people.

"It's just a queqtion of
reminding him that he can't
do it anymore."

On hand to help Sheila with
Badger's bonkers behaviour
was dog expert Sharon Bolt,
from East Grinstead.

Sharon reasserted her
authority over the dog, to res-
tablishthe rules ofthe human-
canine relationship.

Embarrassing

She said: "Naturally it'svery
embarrassing for her
(Sheila).

"The funny thing is, he
doesn't do it to other dogs, he
only does it to humans.

'1trIe does like to ride the
sheep sometimes as well.

"It's not actually the sexual
naturethat many people think
it is.

"Ifyou give attention for the
wrong behaviou4 they contin-
ue to do it."

Sheila said she has noticed a
vast improvement in Badger's
behaviour but hopes the new
restraint doesn't leave him
with the hump.

BEHAVING: Sheila Testen from left, and her dog Badger, with
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Determination
earns awards
YOUNG people were
rewarded for their
"commitment and
determination" at an awards
ceremony.

Parents and g'uests watched
as 37 young people picked up
bronze Duke of Edinburgh
Awards, 29 awarded silver and
21 collected prestigious gold
awards.

The audience at St Wilfrid's
School, Southgate, heard
presentations about the
expeditions and services
completed for the awards.

Headteacher Jonathan
Morris said: "Gaining a Duke
of Edinburgh gold award is a
great accomplishment, one
that demands commitment
and determination."

BIack history
A FILM that will bring a festival
to life is being shown
tomorrow (fhursday).

As part of Black History
Month, the film Soul Power
will be shown at The Hawth
this week.

For more information, call
01293 553636.

Charity raffle
A HAIRDRESSER is raising
money for charity throughout
October with a pink day and
raffle.

Staff at Jimmy Chop Chop,
in Manor Royal, will be
donning their best pink gear
on Saturday, as part oftheir
annual fundraising for Breast
Cancer Awareness month.

Customers can take part
throughout October by
entering a raffle.


